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Street Robberies: 


BIT Whten 


Our Streets will be ſo ſtrongly guarded, 


and fo glorionſly illuminated,” that any parr 
| of London will be as ſafe and leaſant at 
Midnight as at 8 and, PE 
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89 Subject in the Sin- 


QK 


— 3 cerity of his Heart 
to preſs through the Crouds 


of Courtiers who ſurround 


1 Your 


a 


DRDICAT TO N. 


| = 19 Royal Perſon, and lay 
his little mite (humbly of- 


fered" for the Publick Wel⸗ 


fare) at * M JEST vs Feet. 


Harry is it : for me, as 
welF as the wholeKingdom, 
we haye-a Kine of ſuch 
Humanity and Affability; a | 
King naturaliz'd to us, a 
KinG who loves us, a 
Kins, in whoſe Perfon as 
well as Mind, the whole 


of our Hearts; the Kine of 
our Wiſhes! 


THOSE 


Hero appears: The KING 
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DE DICATION. F 


. Trossx who are diſſatiſ- 
fied with ſuch a Monarch, 
deſerve to be abandon'd of 
God, and have the Devil 


ſent to reign over 


em. 
Yet ſuch 'there are, (pity 
they ſhould wear Human 


Forms, or- breath the free 


Air of Britain!) who are 


ſo ſcandalouſly fickle, that 
if God himſelf was to 
reign, they would hone 
after their darling Monarch 
the Prince of Darknels. 


THESE 
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DE&DiCcArTion,. 


Tuzsz are they who fly 
in the Face of Majeſty, who 
Þ abuſe the Liberty of the 
Preſs, that from a Benefit 
it becomes an Evil, and de- 
wunde ae e e 
den. 
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Nor againſt Your Ma. 
TJESTY only, but againſt 
1 many of your Loyal Sub- 


jects, are Arrows ſhot in 


the Dark, by lurking Vil- 


lains who wound the Reputa- 
- tions 
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DEDICAT IOI. Yh 
tions of the Innocent, in 
Sport. Our Publick News- 
Papers, which ought to con- 
tain nothing but what 1s 
Inſtructive and Communi- 
cative, being now become 
Publick Nuſances, Vehicles 
of Perſonal, Private Slander, 
and ſcandalous Paſquins. 


LET the Glory be Yours, 
moſt Gracious Sovereign! to 
ſuppreſs this growing a 5 


and if any Hints from __ 
moſt faithful Subject, 


be of the leaſt Uſe, I live 


Vil DEDICAT TON. 
but to ſerve, to admire, and 
pray for Your PRION if 


Wo am, | 

Maſt Gracious Sovereign, ; 

Your Majzsrtr's | 
Moſt Loyal, 

Moft Dutiful, | 

Moft Obedient 

Subject and Servant, | 


 AxnDREw MORETON, 


THE 


PREFACE. 


glOTHING is more eaſy than 
to diſcover a Thing already 
fond out. This is veriſied 
in Me and that anonimous 
Gentleman, whom the publick Prints hes 
1 complemented with a Diſcovery 
| prevent Street-Robberies 3 tho 5 
| te have only his vai Ipſe dixit, and 
1 | } the 


rr Aer 


the oftentatious Outcry of Venal News- 


Writers, in his behalf. 


BUT to firip him of his borrow'd 


Plumes, theſe are to remind the Publick, 
that about ſix Months ago, in a Treatiſe, 
intituled, Auguſta Triumphans, or the 
Way to make LonDoN the moſt 
flouriſhing City in the Univerſe, I laid 
down a plain and practicable Scheme, for 


the total Suppreſſion and Prevention of 


Street Robberies ; which Scheme has been 


approved of by ſeveral learned and ju- 


dicious Perſons. 


OH! but ſay the Advocates of this 


ſecond-hand Schemiſt, our Project is to be 


laid before the Parliament: Does that 


make his better, or mine worſe © Have 


not many filly. Projes been laid before 


Parliaments e er now? Admit it be not 
| | the 
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| the ſame, (as I have but too much reaſon 2 
far it is) Cannot the Members of both 
! Houſes. read Print as well as Written- 


* hand? Or does he think they are ſo pre- 
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| judic'd to diſhike a Thing the worſe for 
being offer d without view of Gam? I 
: truſl ANDREW MORET ON's Scheme, 


1 ; generouſly offer d for the Publick Good, 


will meet with as fair a Reception as that 


of this hireling Proj eckor. 


MINE is already publiſb d; let him 


| generouſly follow my Example, and no 


doubt, if his Scheme be preferr'd, the Go- 


' oernment will reward him. 


IF my Antagoniſt be neceſſitous, where 


is the Merit? he does it for his own ſake, 


mot for the Publick : If he be not ne- 


. , Ceſſitous, what a ſordid Wretch is he to 


' Withold his Scheme for Lucre? putting it 


B 2 up 


1 FAC 
up at Publick Sale; So that if you dont 
give him his Price you ſoau't have it. 


SOME People indeed are fo fond # | 
Myſteries, they run down every thing 
that is plain and intelligible ; they love 
Darkneſs, Whiſpers, aud Free · Maſonry, : 
deſpiſmg whatever comes in the Shape f 
a Pamphlet, be it never fo uſeful or com- 
mendable : But in ſpight of Prejudice, 
Truth is the Standard, by which I hope 
all boneft and impartial Men will judgs 


THOUG E, I muſt confeſs, I am not 
a little piqued to be jockyd out of my La- 
bours : Tet not to be behind-hand 14 my 
Gentleman in the Clouds, who would have 
the Parliament buy his Pig-in-a-Poke, and 
build up his Fortune at my Expence; I 
have ſo amply __ and amended my 
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ſame. I have taken in every thing poſſible 


P REF EEE — 
Scheme, that it is now ſcarce like the 


of Comprehenſion or Prattice : Nor have 

T left him room to edge in one ſingle Hint. 
I have debated the Objeflions of divers 

Wiſe and Learned Men, and corrected 
my Project accordingly : So that on cum- 
pariſon my firfl Thoughts will appear but 
as a Rude and Imperfett Sketch, only 
valuable in that it gave the Idea of this 
more labour d and fmiſfd Performance, 
on which I pledge my whole Reputation, 


being ready to ſhand or fall by its Succeſi. 


In order to which F have pre- 
ſented Copies of this Book to the King 
and Queen's moſt Excellent Majeſties, to 
: ſeveral of the Lords Spiritual, and di- 


vers Honourable and Worthy Members of 


| both Houſes ; and Time muſt ſhew whoſe 


Scheme ſhall have the Precedence. 
In 
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# PREFACE. 
In the mean time I fland prepared for 


the Sneers of thoſe who deſpiſe every thing 


and every body but their own dear ſelves ; 

as alſo the Objections of the Puzzle Cauſes, 
who will turry-lugg a thing out of all Senſe 
and Meaning ; and by the cloudmeſs of 
their Explanations darken what is moſt 


plain and obvious. My Buſineſs is to 


go ſtraight forward, and let the End h 
crown the Work. If Men of Senſe ap- 


prove me, I need not value the Laughter 


of Fools, whoſe very Approbation is ſcan- 
dal: For if a thinking Man is to be laugh d 
out of every good Intention or Invention, 
nothing will ever be _ for the Publick 
Good. = 


SECO 


HE principal Encourage- 


00 | 


ment and Opportunity given 
to Street-Robbers is, that 
our Streets are ſo poorly 

FEE bo watch'd; the Watchmen, 
for the moſt Part, being decripid, ſuper- 
anuated Wretches, with one Foot in the 
Grave, and t'other ready to follow; fo 
feeble, that a Puff of Breath can blow 
'em down: Poor crazy Mortals! Much 
fitter for an Alms-houſe than a Watch- 
houſe, A City watch'd and guarded by 
ſuch 


= : 
ſach Animals, is wretehedly watch d in- 
| | 


| Nay, f little Terror do they carry 
with them, that hardy Thieves make a 
mere Jeſt of em, and oftentimes oblige 
even the very Watchman, who ſhould ap- 
prehend, to light em in their Roguery: 
And what can a poor Creature do, in 
Terror of his Life, ſurrounded by a Pack 
of Ruffians, and no Aſſiſtance near? 


Add to this, that our Rogues are grown 
more wicked than ever, and Vice in all 
Kinds is ſo much wink d at, that Robbery 
is accounted. a petty Crime. We take 
Pains to puff em up in their Villainy, and 
Thieves are ſet out in ſo aimable a Light 
in the Beggar's Opera, it has taught 
them to value themſelves on their Pro- 
feſſion, rather than to be aſham'd of it. 


There was ſome Ceſſation of Street- 
Robberies, from the Time of Bunworth 
and Dletwits Execution, till the Intro- 
duction of this pious Opera. Now we 
find the Cartouchian Villainies W 

an 


(3) 
and London, that us d to be the moſt ſafe 


[ and peaceful City in the Univerſe, is now 


become a Scene of Rapine and Danger: 
If fome of Cartouch's Gang be not come 
over hither to inſtruct our Thieves, we 
have, doubtleſs, a Cartouch of our own, 


: and a Gang, which, if not ſuppreſs d, may 


be full as pernicious as was ever Cartouch 55 
and London may be as dangerous as Pa- 
ris, if due Care be not taken. 


Not content with the Miſchief done by 
the Beggar's Opera, we muſt have a 
Onaker's Opera forſooth of much more 


evil Tendency than the Former; for in this 
* Fack Shepherd is made the Hero of the 


Drama, and runs through ſuch a Scene 
of Riot and Succeſs, that but too many 
weak Minds have been drawn away, and 
many unwary Perſons ſo charm'd with 
his Appearance on the Stage, dreſt 
in that clegant Manner, and his Pock- 


: ets fo well lin d, they have forthwith 
commenc d Street-Robbers or ouſe- break- 
g ers; ſo that every idle Fellow, weary of 


honeſt Labour, need but fancy himſelf a 
| Macheath or a Shepherd, and there's a 
C Rogue 


Lo 4 


\ 


(4) 


Rogue made at once. Since therefore Exam- 
ple has ſuch Force, the Stage ought to be 
reformed, and nothing exhibited but what 


might be repreſented before a Biſhop: 'They 


may be merry and wiſe: Let them take the 
Provek'd Husband for a Pattern. 


A good Phyſician ſeeks the Cauſe, and 
weighs the Symptoms, before he proceeds 
to preſcribe ; and if we trace this Evil from 
its Radix, we ſhall find a Cauſe antecedent 


to the two Operas aforeſaid: Namely, 
accurſed Geneva, the Bane and Ruin of 
our lower Claſs of People. 


Thoſe who deny an inferior Claſs: of 
People to be neceſſary in a Body Politick, 
contradict Reaſon and Experience itſelf ; 


ſince they are moſt uſeful when Induſtri- 
ous, and equally pernicious when lazy : . 
By their Induſtry our Manufactures, Trade, 


and Commerce are carried on, 'The Mer- 
chant in his Compting-Houſe, and the 
Captain in his Cabbin would find but lit- 
tle Employment were it not that many 
Hands carried on the different Branches 
of the Concerns they ſuperintended. 
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But now ſo far are our common People 
infatuated with Geneva, that half the 
Work is not done now as formerly. It de- 
bilitates and enervates them, nor are they 
near ſo ſtrong and healthy as formerly. 


So that if this Abuſe of Geneva be not 
ſtopt, we may go whoop for Husbandmen, 


| Labourers, Gr. Trade muſt conſequently 
ſtand ſtill, - and the Credit of the Nation 


mely, 2 fink: Nor is the Abatement of the Exciſe, 


in of tho very conſiderable, and moſt wasthy 
Notice, any ways comparable to the 
Corruption of Manners, Deſtruction of 
Health, and all the Train of Evils we 


| are threatend with from pernicious Ge- 
jtſelf; | | 
luſtri- 7? 
lazy: 3 
rade, himſelf and Family by his Trade, and at 


Mer- the ſame time to be a Ceneva-drinker : 


b | This Fellow firſt makes himſelf incapable 
ut lit- 7 


ed. 


We will ſuppoſe a Man able to maintain 


of working, by being continually drunk; 


which runs him behind-hand, fo that he 


either pawns or neglects his Work, for 


852 which Reaſon no Body will employ him: 
ut | | 
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(6) 

At laſt, fear of Arreſts, his own Hunger, 
the Cries of a Family for Bread, his na- 
tural Deſire to ſupport an irregular Life, 
and a propenſe Hatred to Labour, turn 
but too many an honeſt Tradeſman into an 
arrant deſperate Rogue: And thefe are 
commonly the Means that furniſh us with 
Thieves and Villains in general. 


Thus is a Man, who might be uſeful 


In a Body Politick, render'd obnoxious to 


the ſame: So that if this Trade of Wick- 
edneſs goes on, they will increaſe 
upon us fo much that we ſhall not 
dare to ſtir out of our Habitations; nay, it 
will be well if they arrive not to the Im- 


pudence of plundering our Houſes at Noon- / 


day. 


Where is the Courage of the Engliſh 
Nation, that a Gentleman, with fix or 


ſeven Servants, ſhall be robb'd by one b | 


ſingle Highwayman e Yet we have lately 
had Inſtances of this ; and for this we may 
thank our Effiminacy, our Toupee Wigs, 
and powderd Pates, our Tea, and other 
fcandalous Fopperies; and above all, the 

Diſuſe 
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j | Diſuſe of noble and manly Sports, ſo ne- 


ceſſary to a brave People, once in Vogue, 


| þut now totally loſt amongſt us, 


Let not the Reader think I run from 


my Subject, if I ſearch the Bottom of the 
Diſtemper before I propoſe a Cure, which 
having done, though indeed but ſlightly, 
for this is an Argument could be carried 
to a much greater Length, I proceed to 


the Purpoſe in manner following. 


Let the Watch be compoſed of ſtout 


| able bodied Men, and of thoſe a ſufficient 
Number, that is to ſay, a Watchman to 
every forty Houſes, twenty on one ſide of 


the way, and twenty on the other; for it 
is obſervable, that a Man cannot well ſee 
diſtinctly beyond the Extent of twenty 


Houſes in a Row; if tis a ſingle Row, 
and no oppolite Houſes, the Charge muſt 
be greater, or their Safety leſs. 


This Man ſhould be elected, and paid 


a by the Houſe-keepers themſelves, to pre- 
} yent „ and Abuſe, ſo much 


Diſuſe 


complain d 


(8) 
complain d of in the Diſtribution of Pub- 
lick Money. 


He ſhould be allowed 10g. per Annum, 
by each Houſe-keeper, which at Forty 
Houſes, as above ſpecify'd, amounts to 
20 J. per Annum ; almoſt treble to what is 
at preſent allowed; and yet moſt Houſe- 
keepers are charg'd at leaſt 2s. 6d. a 
Quarter to the Watch, whoſe Beat is, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, little leſs than the Com- 
paſs of half a Mile. 


What a Shame it is, that at leaſt one 
hundred Pounds ſhould be collected in 
ſome Beats, and the poor Watchman ſhould 
not have the one tenth Part of the Money ? 
And this I leave to the Conſideration of 
any Houſe-keeper, who will take the 
Pains to enquire into the Extent of a 
Watchman's Beat, and after that caſt up 
what is collected in the ſaid Beat: (as they 
ſay for the Watch) But this is a ſmall 
'Abuſe in Compariſon of other Parochial 
Miſapplications; for a Proof of which I 
refer my Reader to a Treatiſe of mine, 
Entituled, Parochial Tyranny. 
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(9) 


This Salary of 200. per Annum, is 
ſomething of Encouragement, and a pretty 
Settlement for a poor Man, who,. with 


! Frugality, may live decently thereon, and, 


by due Reſt, be enabled to give due and 
vigilant Attendance ; that is to ſay, from 
Evening Dusk, to Morning Light. 


If a Houſe-keeper break, or a Houſe is 
empty, the poor Watchman ought not to 
ſuffer, the Deficiency ſhould be made up 
by the Houſe-keepers remaining. 


The Watch thus ſtation'd, ſtrengthen'd, 
and enconraged, let every Watchman be 
arm'd with Fire-Arms and Sword; and 
let no Watchman ſtand above Twenty 
Doors diſtant from his Fellow. 


This has already been put in Practice 
in the Pariſh of St. Giless in the Fields, 
and has had ſo good an Effect, that tis 
hop'd other Pariſhes will follow their Ex- 
ample, which redounds not a little to the 


Credit of our Project. 


Let 


(wv) 


Let each Watchman be provided with 4 
Horn, to ſound an Alarm, or in Time of 
Danger; and let it be made penal, if not 
Felony, for any but a Watchman to ſound 
a Horn in and about the City, from the 


Time of their going on, to that of their 


going off. 


Iknow an Objection will be here made on 
account of the Poſt-Boys, to obviate which, 
I had Thoughts of a Bell, but that would 
be too ponderous and troubleſome for a 
Watchman to carry, beſides his Arms and 
Lanthorn ; whereas a Horn is portable, 
always ready, and moſt alarming. 


Let the Poſt-Boys, therefore, uſe ſome 
other Signal, fince this is moſt convenient 
to this more material Purpoſe. They may 
carry a Bell in a Holſter, with Eaſe, and 
give Notice by that, as well as thoſe who 
colle& the Letters. 


That the Watchmen may ſee from one 
End of their Walks to the other, let a 
convenient Number of Lamps be ſet up, 

and 


th 4 
e of 
not 


the 


hich, 
ould 


and 


table, Houſe - keepers can't find a Lamp among 


themſelves, which would be four Lamps 
in a Beat, and let their Watchman dreſs it, 
rather than fatten a Crew of Directors: 


ſome 
nent 
7 may 
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and thoſe not of the Convex Kind, which 


blind the Eyes, and are of no manner of 
they dazzle, but give no diſtinct 
Light, and further, rather than prevent 
Robberies. Many Perſons deceived and 


blinded by theſe Ignes fatui, have been 
their 
ple ſtumbling more, 

very Lamps, than in the Dark. 
le on they are moſt unprofitable Lights, and, 
in my Opinion, rather Abuſes than Be- 
nefits. 


for a f 


run over by Coaches, Carts, c. Peo- 


even under theſe 
In ſhort, 


Beſides, I ſee no Reaſon why every ten 


But we are ſo fond of Companies, tis a 


Wonder we have not our Shoes black d by 
one, and a ſet of Directors made rich at 
the Expence of our very Black- guards. 


1 


The Watch ought to be in View, as 
well as in the Hearing of each other, or 
D they 


( 12 ) 


they may be over-power'd, and much Dan- 


ger may happen. 


The Streets being thus gloriouſly illu- | 
minated, and ſo ſtrongly guarded by ſtout 
and able Fellows well arm'd and well | 


pay d, all within the View of one another, 


proceed we to ſecure all bye-Turnings, l 


Courts, Alleys, Lanes, Gc. which may 


favour a Street-Robber” s Eſcape and make 


our Project ineffectual, 


A Street, Court, Lane, Alley, or other 
Place, where the Number of Houſes or ? 
Poverty of the Inhabitants will not afford 
a Watchman on the Terms afore-men- | 
and the In- 
habitants let in and out by the Watchman 3 


tion'd, ſhould be gated in, 


of the Street. 


Where there are even but twelve Hou- 
ſes in a Court, and the Inhabitants People 
of Credit, they may have a ſeparate Watch 
to themſelves, as it practiſed in Boſeel- 
Court by Lincolns - Iun- Fields, Angel- 


Court in Throckmorton-Street, and many 
other Places in London. 
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ö illu- } 


to ſecure the Cities and Suburbs of London 
ſtout and Weſtminſter. The only Difficulty I 
well 3 can conceive is, that Perſons after dark 
ther, may now and then go a little Way round 
aings, about by keeping the Street Way; but 
may the Pleaſantneſs and Safety occaſion d by 
make the Lights and Watch aforeſaid, make 
ample amends. Let thoſe go through 
f bye-Ways and in the dark, whoſe Deeds 
other are ſo: I am for providing Security for 
ſes or Honeſt Men, and Obſtacles for Rogues. 
affor d ; 
men- And now we have put a ſtop to their 
ne In- Roguery, let us endeavour to ſuppreſs the 
:hman | es themſelves : In order to which 1 
] Wal been with their Harlots, who are 
. mls ſpeaking, the firſt Motives to 
Hou- Ftheir Villainy; and egg them on to all 
People manner of Miſchief. 
Watch 
ofwel= And theſe are generally Servant Wenches; 
Angel- Who ſtroll from Place to Place, and at laſk 
many, ; weary of working, throw themſlyes on 
gr the Publick : To maintain theſe Crea- 
This | 
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This q think an unexceptionable way 


4 tures many a Man turns Rogue, It be- 
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hoves the Government therefore to oblige 


all young Wenches to keep in Service. 
Maſters and Miſtreſſes ought likewiſe to 
ſee that Servants of both Sexes go not a 
rambling, when ſent to Church; but that 
they keep good Hours; for many have 
been ruind by junketing and ſtaying * 
out, inſtead of being at Church or at 


home, 


Our Common Women ought to be re- 


ſtrain d in the Liberties they have lately 


taken : 'They openly ſwear and talk fo ; 
obſcenely, tis a Shame to a Chriſtian | 


Country. 


Having fully handled this Topick in 
two foregoing Treatiſes, cis. Every- | 
Bodys PBuſmeſs is No-Body's Buſineſs, | 
and Parochial Tyranny, I ſhall not tire 
my Readers with Repetition, but referring 
'em to the Treatiſes themſelves, return to 


my Subject, which is, 


After we have reformed the La- 
dies, let us take their Sparks in hand. 


— - 3 2 ft 
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And fir ft let all Shoe-Cleaners, I mean 
Boys 


blige 
vice. 
ſe to 
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aying 
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hand. 


1 
Boys and ſturdy Vagrants be ſuppreſs'd, 
according to my Scheme in Erzery-Body's 
Buſineſs, &c. As for Link-boys, alias 
Thieves with Lights, there will be no 
need of 'em, when the Streets are illumi- 
nated, according to my Project. 


That Sailors as well as Soldiers may not 
give cauſe of Suſpicion, tis fit they ſhould 
alſo be quarter'd after the ſame Nature; and 
more to enforce it, Surveyors of Quarters 
ſhould have Rounds allotted them, 


Theſe Surveyors ſhould call at the 
Quarters of every Soldier or Sailor at a 
limited Hour, to ſee if they are there or 
no, and regiſter 'em at home or abſent ac- 
cordingly : Abſence to be penal. 


Every Soldier or Sailor leaving his 
Quarters 'till Morning after he has been 


found at home and regiſter'd, out be 
puniſhed, 


I muſt be excuſed if I ward every Ob- 


ſtacle, my Deſign being to break up Street- 
mean 


Boys 


Robbers Neſt and Egg. 


And 


tolerate Gin-Shops, I ſee no Reaſon why 
they may not be ſubje& to Licences, and 


(16) 
And that Thieves may not ſtroll about; ſhe 


under pretence of being deſtitute of Lodg- Ha 
ing, Barracks or Barns ſhould be huilt at pet 
convenient Ends of the Town, where all the 
Vagrants ſhould be obliged to render he; 
themſelves at a ſtated Hour, where they Se 
ſhould have clean Straw allow'd em, and be br 


boys orderly and out of harm's way: They an 

may be let looſe if they have apparent, ba 
means of honeſt Livelihood ; otherwiſe, are 
they ſhould be ſent to the Work-houſe of ch 
their reſpective Pariſh; or to a General 
Work-houſe, of which there is great need: 
And of which more hereafter. 


All Publick-Houſes and Gin- Shops, if 
they ſhould be tolerated, ſhould be ſhut 
up at ten. 


If * Government ſhould think fit to 
come into the Pot-Act as well as Ale- 


Houſes; eſpecially conſidering there is as 
much Gin as Ale conſumed now-a- days. 


Night- 


( 


Night-Houſes and Cellars above all 
ſhould be totally ſuppreſs'd : Theſe are the 
Harbours and Refuge of Villains and Strum- 
pets: Theſe are their Houſes of Call, where 
their helliſh Trade is carried on: It is 
here they wait for the Signal of their 
Scouts : Here they caſt their Schemes, and 
bring in Advices: Here they encourage 
and initiate young Thieves: Here they 
barter and ſell their ſtolen. Goods : Theſe 
are their Exchanges and Aſylums after Miſ- 
chief. 


Hackney Coach- Drivers next require our 
Care: They are the Scum of the People 
and generally ſpeaking the worſt of 
Rogues. 


So many and ſuch frequent Robberies 
can never be committed without the Con- 
nivance of theſe Villains; and tis but too 
much to be feared, that at the ſame time they 
take up a Fare they take up a Robber, who 
is ready to mark his Prey, and gets up 
4 either on the Box or behind; and alights 
at a convenient Place to perpetrats his 
& helliſh 


(18) 
helliſh Deſign. As for a Snack of the 
Coal (as they term it) no doubt but the 


ſtanding and Rendezvous. 


Many who go to the Coach- Office 
now-a-days, may be miſtaken in their 
hopes of Redreſs, not but the Com- 
miſſioners to a Man treat Complainants 
wtth the utmoſt Civility ; but the Penalty, 
which uſed to be on the Renter, being now 


on the Driver, the Renter or Owner 


of that Figure is clear, and the Driver 
has nothing to do but to be abſent and 
laugh at the Complainant, an Inſtance 
of which take in the following Caſe, 


A Hackney Coach-man took eighteen 


Pence of a Gentleman for a twelve Penny 
Fare: The Gentleman took his Number, 
and complain'd; the Driver appear'd and 
was fin'd fifteen Shillings, but the Renter 


eſcap'd: What was the Reſult ? the Driver 


abſconded, the Gentleman fits down at his 
loſs of Attendance and Money : Had 
Robbery or Aſſault been the Complaint, 
the Conſequence had been the ſame, the 

Gen- 


Coachman and he have proper under- 
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Gentleman is but where he was. He has 


ſince called ſeveral Times at the Office, 
but to no purpoſe; all the Anſwer he can 
get is, the Fellow can't be found. I 
write this therefore to undeceive thoſs 
Perſons, who think when they have taken 
the Number of a Coach they can puniſh 
the Driver for Inſolence or Extortion, 


The Law in this Caſe ought to be 


turned into its old Channel, that is to ſay, 


the Owner of the Figure ſhould be an- 
ſwerable: He ought to employ a Driver 
he can anſwer for, or drive himſelf. 


Every Renter therefore ſhould be o- 
bliged to Regiſter and Reſpond for his 
Driver; or Commiſſioners, Figures, and all 
other Forms are to little purpoſe, 


Beggars ſhould next be ſuppreſsd, who 
lounge about all Day, to ſee where they 
can ſteal at Night. It is a ſhame we ſhould 
ſuffer real Objects of Charity to beg ; and 
for thoſe who are not ſo tis a ſhame but 
they ſhould work, - 


E I ſhall 


( 20 ) 
oN ſhall cloſe all with this Obſervation, 


That the Extortions and Cabals of 
Tradeſmen, by enhaunſing the Prices of 
Proviſions, is moſt detrimental to a State, 
and worthy the Notice of its Legiſlature : 
For Men not being able to ſupport their 
Families by honeſt Labour, and being 
made Beggars by reaſon of the Dearneſs 
of Proviſions, oſtimes grow deſperate and 
turn Rogues. This Aſſertion is but too 


true, to prove which I appcal to the late 
Conduct of 


The Coal-Merchants, 

The Bakers, 

The Butchers, 

And above all the Tallow-Chandlers, 


The Cabals of Coal-Traders have for 
many Years jocky'd us in the Price of 
Coals; they have raiſed and fell them at 
pleaſure, and made meer ſtock-jobbing 
Work of it; but never ſo much as in his 
late Majeſty's Reign ; on a great Impreſs 
for Seamen, they in lefß than a Fortnight 
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raid the Price of Coals from twenty 
three Shillings to almoſt fifty, What a 
Pinch muſt this be on the Poor, who live 
only from Hand to Mouth, and buy their 
Coals ( poor Souls! ) ſome by the half 
Peck. 


The Bakers are yet more flagrant and 
vile; they turn Plenty to Famine, and 
puſh up the Price of Bread without Rule 
or Reaſon ; they have already been de- 


. tected in one Bite, 2. e. procuring ſome of 


the Fraternity to buy a ſmall Quantity of 
Corn much above the Market Price, and 
then by making oath thereof, abuſe a 
well intended Law, and raiſe the Price of 


Bread accordingly. 


Thus are the Poor ground to Duſt, in 
order to fatten a Pack of Miſers, who 
know no Mercy. But I hope the Go- 
vernment will make em honeſt; even 
againſt their Will. 


The Butchers are now ſo extravagant in 
their way of living, that uſual and mode- 
E 2 rate 
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I rate Profit won't content em; they can't 


drink Malt Liquor, and the Poor muſt 
pay for the Wine which they ſwill down 


at an unmerciful rate. 


The Price cf Meat ſhould therefore be 
regulated according to the Price of Cattle, 
but not according to the Baker's Rule 
afore- mention d. 


But as for the Tallow-Chandlers, their 
Oppreſſions cal] aloud for Redreſs : To 
what an exorbitant Pitch have they raiſed 


the Price of Candles; juſt double what it 


was fome Years ago: Nay, they threaten 
to have them at ten Pence per Pound, How 


can the Poor work when Candles are ſo 


dear. But we may thank our own Lux- 


-ury for theſe Impoſitions. I ſee no reaſon 


why we ſhould not humble theſe. Upſtarts 
by making our own Candles; ay, and 


our own Bread too, as our Forefathers have 


done before us. 


The Tallow-Chandlers, to excuſe them- 
ſelves, lay the Fault on the Melters. 
The Melters ſhift it from themſelves to 
the 


th 


the Butchers: 


( 23) 
And ſo the Game oy 


round. 


Oh but ſay they da Government will 
loſe. Part of its Revenue: To which I 
anſwer, that rather than they ſhall 
raiſe Candles to double their Value, on 
pretence of paying a Penny per Pound Ex- 
ciſe, in caſe the Parliament will take off 
the Duty on Candles for the eaſe of the 
Poor, I will preſent em with a Project 


gratis, which ſhall bring in almoſt double 


the Money now levied by Candles; and 
that without the leaſt Hardſhip on the 
Subject. 


Having, I hope, taken ſufficient care 
of Street - Robbers, I proceed now to 
clear the Roads from Highway- men, 
Foot-pads, Gc. 


Let Parties of Horſe be ſtation d at all 
the Outgoings from the City of London; 
ſo that if a Coach, Waggon, (5c. want 
a Convoy, two, three, or more may be 
detachd by the commanding Officer; 


theſe ſhall be regiſter'd, and anicrbl 
or 


. 
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1 
for their Charge; and for Encouragemetit 


hall receive ſo much per Mile, or in the 


Whole; Convoy Money. 


This may be likewiſe practiſed from 


Town to 'Town all over England, ſo that 
the Roads will be as ſafe as the Streets: 
And they who will ſcruple the Trifle of 
Convoy Money above propoſed, merit not 
Safety. 


For thoſe who walk on Foot to the 
adjacent Villages, Parties of Foot may 
be ſtation'd in like manner; ſo that not 
only the Subject will be frce from Danger, 
but the Soldier employ'd and prevented 
from corrupt Meaſures by this additional 
Perquiſite to his Pay. 


Nothing remains, but that Robbers be 
proſecuted at the Publick Charge ; the 
Trials fix d to reſpective Days, that Pro- 
ſecutors may not loſe ſo much time; and 
the Rewards paid in Court without De- 
duction or Delay: Nor ſhould any Rob- 


ber be admitted an Evidence after he is 


taken, or pardon'd after Conviction. 


Books written by Andrew Moreton, Eſq; 
and printed for W. Meadows, at the 
Angel zn Cornhil, 


VER Y-Body's Buſineſs, is No-Body's Buſineſs ; 

Or, Private Abuſes, Publick Grievances : Ex- 
emplified in the Pride, Inſolence, and exorbitant 
Wages of our Women-Servants, Footmen, Oc. 
With a Propoſal for amendment of the ſame; as 
alſo for clearing the Streets of thoſe Vermin called 
Shoe-cleaners, and ſubſtituting in their ſtead, many 
thouſands of induſtrious Poor, now ready to ſtarve. 
With divers other Hints of great uſe to the Publick. 
Humbly ſubmitted to the Confideration .of our 
Legiſlature, and the careful Peruſal of all Maſters 
and Miſtreſſes of Families. The Seventh Edition, 
with the Addition of a Preface. [Price Six Pence] 


The Proteſtant Monaſtery: Or, A Complaint 
againſt the Brutality of the preſent Age : Particu- 
larly the Pertneſs and Inſolence of our Youth to 
aged Perſons. With a Caution to People in Years, 
how they give the Staff out of their own Hands, 
and leave themſelves at the Mercy of others. Con- 
cluding with a Propoſal for erecting a Proteſtant 
Monaſtery, where Perſons of ſmall Fortunes may 
end their Days in Plenty, Eaſe, and Credit, with- 
out burthening their Relations, or accepting Pub- 
lick Charities, [Price Six Pence.] 

A Parochial 
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Complainc, againſt the inſupportable Fxadtions 


in the Diſtribution of Publick Charities: Together 
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- 2B OOKS written, &c. 
 Parochial Tyranny Or, the Hou keepet's/ 


and partial Aſſeſſments of Select Veſtries, Oo. 
ith a plain Detection of many Abuſes committed 


with à practicable Propoſal for amending the lame ; 
which will not only take off great Part of the Pariſh 
Taxes now ſubſiſting, but eaſe Pariſhioners from 
ſerving troubleſome Offices, or paying exorbitant 
Fines. {Price Six Pence.] 


Auguſta Triumphans: Or, the way to make 
London the moſt flouriſhing City in the Univerſe. 


I. By eftdbliſhing an Univerſity where Gentle- 
men may: have Academical Education under the 
Eye of their Friends. 


II. By an Hoſpital for Foundlings. 


III. By forming an Academy of Seiences at 
Chriſt's-Haſpital. TY 3 

IV. By ſuppreſſing pretended Mad-Houſes. 

V. By clearing the Streets of impudent Strum- 
pets. 
VE. By preventing the immoderate Uſe of 


Geneva: With a frank Explofion of many other 
common Abuſes. f 


And a Letter to Col. Robinſon, on account of 


the Orphan's Tax. | 


